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MERRY CHRISTMAS and HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

KOM/FOM - Last month, Mike Goodhart and family were recognized for efforts in 
supporting the parish with Cafe a’Becket. Mike received his November Family of the 
Month certificate at our December meeting. Thanks Mike, for the good work you do! 

Membership update - Six months into this fraternal year, our council membership totals 
170 brothers. We have 8 new brothers this year vs our quota of 11, so we are at 73% of 
goal. In terms of our insurance quota, we have 3 new insurance members vs a quota of 
4, so we are at 75% of that goal. In addition, we also have several transfers into our 
council this year. Nice work by Membership Director, Bob Yancey, and all others who 
have contributed to our membership growth. Keep up the good work and another Star 
Council award will come our way! 

Please continue to seek out good Catholic men as potential new members. Remember, 
nothing happens until we ask the question “Have you considered joining the Knights of 
Columbus?”. 

Pancake Breakfast update - Our next breakfast is January 4th. Please consider 
volunteering to help out that day. Thanks! 
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Important Charity Poker update - We have new charity poker dates on our calendar 
now for 2015 - February 19 to 22 and March 26 to 29.  Our new venue is Vision Lanes 
on Ford Road. These are each 4 day events, Thursday thru Sunday. We will be 
responsible for the 11:00 AM to 5:30 PM time slot. No late night work for these dates! 
We will split up the time into 2 shifts - 11:00 to 2:20 and 2:30 to 5:30 and will need 3 
men for each shift. Charity Poker Chairman, Ed Harkins, will be distributing a volunteer 
sign-up sheet in early January and will also conduct a brief training session sometime in 
January too to familiarize any new volunteers with what needs to be done. The work is 
pretty easy…basically it’s selling chips, redeeming chips and recording results in an 
Excel worksheet on a computer. That’s it. I hope that many of you will consider helping 
us out. These poker events can be significant fund raisers for our council! Thanks! 

Culture of Life / Pro-life update - At our December meeting, George Peters 
recommended the council again support Right to Life Lifespan with an ad in their annual 
information book. Council agreed to do so with a $100 ad purchase. Ed Harkins gave an 
update on the Baby Bottle program. It is still our council hope to get parish permission to 
do something more formal with our program in 2015. More to follow as things develop. 

Breakfast with Santa, December 13th - Msgr. Clement Kern Council once again 
sponsored the "Breakfast with Santa" breakfast put on by the St. Thomas a'Becket 
Youth Group. The kids in the youth group did the work and our Knights supervised their 
efforts. They did an outstanding job and the parents, grandparents and kids in 
attendance all seemed to have a great time. Thanks to Santa and all his brother Knights 
who showed up that day to assist! 



Council Christmas party, December 14th - Approximately 70 Knights and family 
attended our annual Christmas party this year! A great time was had by all! We had 
great food, great company and some fun singing Christmas carols! A special “thank you” 
goes to the Hansen and Lengel families for working hard to make our party a success.  

Other December general meeting business - The council will participate in the St. 
Thomas a’Becket Ministry Weekend on January 10th and 11th. We need a couple 
Knights present after each Mass that weekend to be at our information table. The Pope 
John XXIII 4th Degree December meeting is on the 21st. The next 4th Degree 
Exemplification will be March 7th. Our annual Free Throw contest is fast approaching on 
January 18th. If you can help work that and have your Protecting God’s Children 
certification, please let DGK David Lengel know. If you would like to receive your 
Protecting God’s Children certification, contact GK Hans Hansen. 

A Blast From the Past!  This is a picture of Msgr. Clement Kern Council’s first officer 
installation - June 29, 1983! Can you identify these men? I want names and positions if 
you know them. Send your replies to edward.harkins@gmail.com and I will reveal the 
answers in next month’s newsletter! Hint…two were present at our December meeting! 
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Insurance Agent update - Following is a message from our Worthy Insurance Agent: 

2014 Insurance Wrap-up 	
  

Dear Brother Knights, 

2014 is now mostly history.  I have met with many of you and will continue to contact 
and schedule appointments with all my Brother Knights. 

During 2014 in meeting with brothers I have offered three items, products, service and 
information, all three things have value.  I have saved some of you money by using new 
products or updating your current plan with new information.  I have helped many 
families have the protection of the safe and secure products offered by the Knights of 
Columbus.  I have updated beneficiaries as needed and been available for questions.  
Some people have only received information on how they are currently protected.  
Sadly I have also had to meet with some families to process claims for brothers who 
have passed, this service I take very seriously. 

For 2015 let me continue this journey of meeting all my Brother Knights and their 
families.   If you want some information about me contact your council officers and ask 
them about your field agent.  I truly have one goal; assist Brother Knights and their 
families. 

My prayers to all of you for a healthy and prosperous 2015. 

Greg Rapelje 
734-474-8398  
gregory.rapelje@kofc.org 

Council clothing - Need some new council “threads”? Check out the order form at the 
end of this newsletter for selections and pricing. You can also find our clothing 
selections and prices on our council webpage. Contact Duke Hynek or Ed Harkins to 
place your orders or for any questions. 

Council website update - Are you checking our council website regularly? If not, you 
are missing out on the latest news and information from the Knights of Columbus and 
your council. Find us at www.kofc8284.org .  

Also check out our Facebook page from time to time for updates. And be sure to “Like” 
our Facebook page and get the updates automatically on your timeline!  

Communication/Technology update - Did you know that you can access council 
newsletters going back nearly 4 years on our website? Coming soon we plan to also 
have an “archived” newsletter section containing as many older newsletters that we can 
come up with. If you have any newsletters from 2010 or earlier that can be scanned and 
archived by our webmaster, Ed Harkins, please let him know. He will return anything 
you can provide once he scans them. With our monthly newsletter, website and 
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Facebook page, this council “gets the word out” quite effectively. We have over 130 
members receiving the newsletter every month. The website is easily accessible to 
anyone. Our FB page has 123 “Likes” and just in the last week, reached more than 
2400 people! That all adds up to great visibility for our council! 

Upcoming calendar dates: 
1/4 - Pancake Breakfast, after 8:00 and 10:00 masses at STAB 
1/10-11 - Ministry Weekend, after all Masses, Family Life Center 
1/15 - Kern Officers Meeting, 7:00 pm, Adult Ed Room 
1/18 - Council Free Throw Contest, 2:00 pm, Family Life Center / Gym 
1/21 - Council general meeting, 7:30 pm, Adult Ed Room 
1/30 - Council Card Night, 7:00 pm, STAB Adult Ed Room 
2/19-22 - Charity Poker event, 11:00 am to 5:30 pm, Vision Lanes in Westland 

Let us pray - Please remember the following in your prayers. 

• Prayers for the deceased and their families: Mary Loftus (mother-in-law of Tim 
Higgins), Franklin Yancey (father of Bob Yancey) and all deceased brothers of 
our council and the Order.

• Prayers for those sick or in distress: Sharon Doyle (wife of Harry Doyle), 
Bernadette Kerpet (wife of Jerry Kerpet), Sue Selewski (daughter of Ray 
Selewski), Doris Schwartz (wife of Bernie Schwartz), June Yancey (mother of 
Bob Yancey), Kathy McCann (wife of Denny McCann), Marlis Brady (wife of John 
Brady), Kathy Inman (wife of Dennis Inman), Dennis Thinel, Gene Borieo, Steve 
Titus and Jim Guth. 

Note: If you have information, articles or pictures to contribute to this newsletter, please 
contact PGK Ed Harkins, our Newsletter Editor, at edward.harkins@gmail.com or 
734-634-0929. 

Visit our website and Facebook page to stay current with your council! “Like” us 
on Facebook to receive notices in your Timeline! 

www.kofc8284.org/   All new format and content!  Come check us out! 

www.facebook.com/pages/Knights-of-Columbus-8284-Canton-MI/235628156455332 
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