
!        

KOM/FOM - Jorge Villanueva was recognized as our January Knight of the Month. 
Jorge just joined our council in September and has already gotten involved in several 
council activities including our recent Ministry Fair. Thanks Jorge for getting involved so 
quickly in the good works of the council, and congrats on your KOM award! 

Membership update - It’s great to report that with our most recent degree ceremonies, 
we have already attained our new member quota of 11 for the year! With five more 
months to go in the fraternal year, we have the opportunity to do even better than quota 
this year! In terms of our insurance quota, we have 3 new insurance members vs a 
quota of 4, so we are at 75% of that goal. Our newest members are pictured on Page 2. 

Please continue to seek out good Catholic men as potential new members. Remember, 
nothing happens until we ask the question “Have you considered joining the Knights of 
Columbus?”. 

Pancake Breakfast update - Our next breakfast is February 8th. Please consider 
volunteering to help out that day. Thanks! 

Important Charity Poker update - We have new charity poker dates on our calendar 
now for 2015 - February 19 to 22 and March 26 to 29.  Our new venue is Vision Lanes 
on Ford Road. These are each 4 day events, Thursday thru Sunday. We will be 
responsible for the 11:00 AM to 5:30 PM time slot. No late night work for these dates! 
We will split up the time into 2 shifts - 11:00 to 2:30 and 2:30 to 5:30 and will need 3 
men for each shift. We have had a very good response to “man” the Feb 19-22 event so 
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far, but we still have a few slots open. Please consider helping us out. Charity Poker 
Chairman Ed Harkins, conducted a brief training session after the Jan 21 general 
meeting and will do so again before the actual event. The work is pretty easy…basically 
it’s selling chips, redeeming chips and recording results in an Excel worksheet on a 
computer. That’s it. These poker events can be significant fund raisers for our council! 

Recent Degree Ceremonies - On January 18th we welcomed two new brothers to our 
council in a major degree ceremony, Madhu Krishnamurthy & Steve Celeste. Also, 
Brother Dave Trost received his 2nd & 3rd degrees. Pictured below (L to R) are 
Insurance agent Greg Rapelje, Madhu Krishnamurthy, Dave Trost, Steve Celeste, 
Brother Lucas Phan (who sponsored Madhu), and Membership Director Bob Yancey. 
Bob also served as Steve's sponsor. 

On January 22nd, we welcomed two additional 1st Degree brothers to the order and to 
Kern Council #8284, Chuck Badnarik and Steve Moore. Pictured below are (L to R): 
Insurance Agent Greg Rapelje, Deputy Grand Knight David Lengel, Membership 
Director Bob Yancey, Chuck Badnarik, Steve Moore, Grand Knight Hans Hansen and 
Lecturer Denny McCann. 



Baby Bottle program update - We are about to expand our 
council Baby Bottle program, which supports our council pro-life 
initiatives, into a parish wide event. The parish has given us 
approval to conduct a program during Lent in place of the old 
Rice Bowl program done in past years. We will start on the 
weekend before Ash Wednesday and end on Palm Sunday 
weekend. AAA Pregnancy Resource Center will donate the 
bottles and will be our beneficiary of donations received. Look 
for more information in the Chancellor parish newspaper starting 
Feb 1st. At our January meeting, several of you volunteered to 
assist with set up’s and manning our tables on the two 
weekends involved, Feb 14/15 and Mar 28/29. Event chairman 
Ed Harkins will get more info to you shortly on this. Thanks for 
your support of our Culture of Life work! 

Annual Council Free Throw Contest - We conducted our annual Free Throw Contest 
on Sunday January 18th. Thanks to Chairman David Lengel and all others who helped 
out with this event. Even Fr. Chris showed up for the opening prayer and to shoot the 
ceremonial first shot! Congratulations to all contest participants and winners! Boys and 
girls aged 9 thru 14 participated. Winners now move on the K of C District level 
competition coming up on Feb 8th. Good luck to our kids at the next level! 

Other January general meeting business - The council is considering doing a “red 
shirt” weekend where all Knights will be asked to wear their council shirts or jackets at 
whatever Mass they attend to increase our parish visibility. We agreed to again support 
the parish Youth event “Bunny Bonanza” held around Easter time with a $200 donation 
to help cover expenses. Jim Vassallo gave the council an update on the revised plans 



for the Changing Lives Together initiative. We will benefit from an expanded and 
upgraded kitchen once work is completed. George Peters gave us an update on the Jan 
22nd March for Life in D.C. and on the legislative efforts to pass the “Pain-Capable 
Unborn Child Protection Act” in congress. Denny McCann reported that council support 
of Special Olympics in 2014 added up to 354 volunteer hours and over $2200 in 
financial donations. District Deputy Mike Kisabeth again recognized our council for all 
the work we do and awarded several officers with pins recognizing our Star Council 
award earned for fraternal year 2013/14. 

A Blast From the Past!  Last month I asked you to help identify our first council officer 
installation which was held on June 29, 1983. So far only Jim Allen (top, 3rd from left) 
and Charter GK Ron Fournier (seated, 2nd from left) have been identified. (con’t)  
(con’t from previous page) I would like names and positions if you know them. Send 
your replies to me at edward.harkins@gmail.com and I hope to have all these men 
identified next month for publishing on our webpage and in this newsletter.  

Insurance Agent update - Following is a message from our Worthy Insurance Agent: 

Insurance Check-up for 2015! 	
  

Dear Brother Knights, 

Where did 2014 go? It seems like it was summer yesterday and Easter was last week.  

I hope you and your family had a great finish to 2014. Now, the first quarter of 2015 is 
flying by.  

Hopefully, you’ve established a few goals for this year. I’ve learned a great tip regarding 
resolutions. First, write them down. It’s not too late if you haven’t already done this. 
Commit your goals to paper and post it someplace you will see it often. Writing down a 
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goal is the first step towards achieving it. It may not make sense at first, but I’m sure you 
have heard stories of the success this simple task can bring. Whether your goal is to 
exercise more, give more to charity, read more or watch less television, you’re more 
likely to accomplish it if you write it down.  

Second, resolve to have an expert look at your finances. I recommend that you have a 
team of experts help you, and I would love to be the first you sit with. Let’s schedule 
some time to meet together, and I, your professional Knights of Columbus insurance 
agent, will provide an “insurance check-up” (at no cost!) that will evaluate any gaps in 
your family’s life insurance protection. Now might be the perfect time to fill those gaps, 
not later. Keep in mind that unlike many other products, you don’t just need money to 
obtain life insurance; you also need good health, and no one knows when your health 
could change.  

Did I mention my check-up is free of charge? When was the last time you received 
something for free that could provide value to you and your family for generations? Call 
me today.  

Greg Rapelje 
734-474-8398  
gregory.rapelje@kofc.org 

Council clothing - Need some new council “threads”? Check out the order form at the 
end of this newsletter for selections and pricing. You can also find our clothing 
selections and prices on our council webpage. Contact Duke Hynek or Ed Harkins to 
place your orders or for any questions. 

Council website update - Are you checking our council website regularly? If not, you 
are missing out on the latest news and information from the Knights of Columbus and 
your council. Find us at www.kofc8284.org .  

Also check out our Facebook page from time to time for updates. And be sure to “Like” 
our Facebook page and get the updates automatically on your timeline!  

Upcoming calendar dates: 
1/30 - Council Card Night, 7:00 pm, STAB Adult Ed Room 
2/5 - Kern Officers Meeting, 7:00 pm, Adult Ed Room 
2/8 - Pancake Breakfast, after 8:00 and 10:00 masses at STAB 
2/8 - District Free Throw Contest, 2:00 pm, Family Life Center / Gym 
2/11 - Council general meeting, 7:30 pm, Adult Ed Room 
2/14-15 - Start of Sanctity of Life “Baby Bottle” program 
2/18 -  ASH WEDNESDAY 
2/19-22 - Charity Poker event, 11:00 am to 5:30 pm, Vision Lanes in Westland 
2/27 - Council Card Night, 7:00 pm, STAB Adult Ed Room 

Let us pray - Please remember the following in your prayers. 

• Prayers for the deceased and their families: All deceased brothers of our council 
and the Order.
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• Prayers for those sick or in distress: Mary Ann Harkins (wife of Ed Harkins), 
Sharon Doyle (wife of Harry Doyle), Bernadette Kerpet (wife of Jerry Kerpet), 
Sue Selewski (daughter of Ray Selewski), Doris Schwartz (wife of Bernie 
Schwartz), Kathy McCann (wife of Denny McCann), Marlis Brady (wife of John 
Brady), Kathy Inman (wife of Dennis Inman), Ron Fournier and Jim Guth. 

Note: If you have information, articles or pictures to contribute to this newsletter, please 
contact PGK Ed Harkins, our Newsletter Editor, at edward.harkins@gmail.com or 
734-634-0929. 

Visit our website and Facebook page to stay current with your council! “Like” us 
on Facebook to receive notices in your Timeline! 

www.kofc8284.org/   All new format and content!  Come check us out! 

www.facebook.com/pages/Knights-of-Columbus-8284-Canton-MI/235628156455332 
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