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KOM/FOM - Ron Socia was recognized as our February Knight of the Month. Ron has 
done a super job filling in as Recorder while Ron Fournier is recovering from knee 
surgery. Steve Moore & family were recognized as our February Family of the Month. 
Steve and family provided great assistance pitching in at our last pancake breakfast, 
just 10 days after Steve joined the order! Congrats to both Ron (pictured left below) and 
Steve (pictured right below) and thanks so much for your support of our council! 

Pancake Breakfast update - Our next breakfast is March 1st…this Sunday! 
Please consider volunteering to help out that day. Thanks! 

Important Charity Poker update - We had a very successful charity poker fundraising 
event on February 19th thru 22nd. The council will add $1700 to our treasury from our 
efforts! Thanks to all of you who helped out! 

Now, our next event also at Vision Lanes, is coming up very soon - March 26 to 29.  We 
again will be responsible for the 11:00 AM to 5:30 PM time slot. No late night work.  We 
will split up the time into 2 shifts - 11:00 to 2:30 and 2:30 to 5:30 and will need 3 men for 
each shift. Charity Poker Chairman Ed Harkins, will again conduct a brief training 
session after the March 18 general meeting if you are interested. The work is pretty 
easy…basically it’s selling chips, redeeming chips and recording results in an Excel 
worksheet on a computer. That’s it. Please consider helping us out if you can. 
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Baby Bottle program update - We had a very successful distribution effort in the roll 
out of our Baby Bottle program on Feb 14/15. We distributed 650 bottles that weekend 
and another 100+ the following week. Our work is being co-ordinated with the parish 
Pro-Life Committee and has become a Lenten Almsgiving project for the parish. We 
have some great expectations now for a very successful project! We will wrap things up 
on Palm Sunday weekend March 28/29. Thanks to those brothers and their families that 
have helped so far with this project. We look forward to your assistance again when we 
wrap things up. AAA Pregnancy & Resource Center is thrilled with our fundraising 
assistance we’re providing them. This project supports our council Culture of Life work. 

District Free Throw Contest - Our council hosted the District Free Throw Contest on 
Sunday February 15th and sent six young free throw winners on to the next level. 
Thanks to all council brothers who helped, especially our chairman, DGK David Lengel. 

Other February general meeting business - The council purchased two tables at the 
annual State Council Respect Life dinner in April. There is another good opportunity in 
March to receive “Protecting God’s Children” certification. The Belleville Ice Plunge in 
support of Michigan Special Olympics was discussed. The Spring Tootsie Drive is March 
27-29 and help is needed. Diane Risko of the American Red Cross made a presentation 
and requested council support for the upcoming Good Friday blood drive. The semi-
annual council financial/membership audit was reviewed. State Convention delegates 
and support were discussed. The March pre-meeting rosary will be conducted as part of 
the “Day of the Unborn Child” initiative suggested by Supreme. Council approved 
sponsorship of the STAB adult softball team again this year. 



A Blast From the Past!  As noted in last month’s newsletter, our first council officer 
installation was held on June 29, 1983. With your help, we have now identified all 
council brothers in this picture of the event! Front row seated L to R: Ray McNiece, Ron 
Fournier (Charter Grand Knight), Marv Schulz...back row standing L to R: Earl Simpson, 
Tony Waldecker, Jim Allen, Ralph Difazio, Tony Rypkowski, Vic Carrabot. 

Insurance Agent update - Following is a message from our Worthy Insurance Agent: 

Have You Insured Your Most Valuable Asset? 
Is your income protected if you become sick or injured and cannot work? Your 
ability to work and earn an income is your most valuable asset. Yet a disability 
could prevent you from earning that income. Just one year of a disability could 
eliminate your savings. 
Income Armor, an individual disability income insurance product from the Knights 
of Columbus, should be a key part of your overall financial plan and family’s 
protection. 
If you are ill or injured, Income Armor provides tax-free monthly benefits to help 
you meet living expenses and maintain you and your family’s standard of living. 
Your monthly benefits help you pay your mortgage and other monthly bills, while 
your savings and retirement assets remain intact. 
In short, if you have a job and don’t have a way to protect that paycheck, you 
should seriously consider Income Armor today. I look forward to meeting with 
you. 

(Continued on next page)



Don't Assume You Can't Afford Disability Income Insurance 
One of the biggest mistakes you can make regarding disability insurance is to 
assume you can't afford it or you won't qualify. Before you make that assumption, 
do some basic research and apply for coverage through the Knights of 
Columbus. The Order’s Income Armor product gives you options that can help 
you fit this critical protection into your risk management budget. 
Here are two ways you can reduce your premium: 
1. Choose a two-year or five-year maximum benefit period. 
Depending on your age, the best option is probably a policy that pays benefits 
until you reach age 67. But a two-year or five-year duration benefit period would 
cover disabilities you might encounter in your working life. 
2. Choose a longer elimination period. 
An elimination period is the number of days a total disability must exist before 
benefits begin to accrue. Typical elimination periods are 30, 90, or 180 days. 
Choosing a longer elimination period lowers the policy’s premium. But be sure 
you have enough set aside in your contingency fund to account for the longer 
gap. 
As your professional insurance agent, risk management is my specialty. Let’s talk 
about how to protect your income, your retirement needs, and your family's 
financial future. 

Greg Rapelje 
734-474-8398  
gregory.rapelje@kofc.org 

Council clothing - Need some new council “threads”? Check out the order form at the 
end of this newsletter for selections and pricing. You can also find our clothing 
selections and prices on our council webpage. Contact Duke Hynek or Ed Harkins to 
place your orders or for any questions. 

Council website update - Are you checking our council website regularly? If not, you 
are missing out on the latest news and information from the Knights of Columbus and 
your council. Find us at www.kofc8284.org .  

Also check out our Facebook page from time to time for updates. And be sure to “Like” 
our Facebook page and get the updates automatically on your timeline!  

Upcoming calendar dates: 
2/27 - Council Card Night, 7:00 pm, STAB Adult Ed Room 
3/1 - Pancake Breakfast, after 8:00 and 10:00 masses at STAB 
3/12 - Kern Officers Meeting, 7:00 pm, Adult Ed Room 
3/18 - Council general meeting, 7:30 pm, Adult Ed Room 
3/26-29 - Charity Poker event, 11:00 am to 5:30 pm, Vision Lanes in Westland 
3/28-29 - Wrap-up of Lenten Almsgiving “Baby Bottle” project 
3/27-29 - Spring Tootsie Roll Drive 

http://www.kofc8284.org


Let us pray - Please remember the following in your prayers. 

• Prayers for the deceased and their families: All deceased brothers of our council 
and the Order.

• Prayers requested on behalf of Fr. Pat Casey, personal intentions.    
• Sharon Doyle (Wife of Harry Doyle, illness), Sue Selewski (Daughter of     

Ray Selewski, illness), Gene Borio (medical issues), Bernedette Kerpet 
(Wife of Jerry Kerpet, medical issues), Denny McCann (medical issues), 
Kathy McCann (Wife of Denny McCann, recovery from surgery), Ron 
Fournier (recovery from surgery), Jim Guth (injury from fall), John Spencer 
(recovery from surgery), Mary Ann Harkins (Wife of Ed Harkins, medical 
issues), George Bradley (medical issues), Kathy Inman (Wife of Dennis 
Inman, broken ankle), Jan Peters (Wife of George Peters, medical issues), 
Nelson Rodriguez(prayers during transition to civilian life)

Note: If you have information, articles or pictures to contribute to this newsletter, please 
contact PGK Ed Harkins, our Newsletter Editor, at edward.harkins@gmail.com or 
734-634-0929. 

Visit our website and Facebook page to stay current with your council! “Like” us 
on Facebook to receive notices in your Timeline! 

www.kofc8284.org/   All new format and content!  Come check us out! 

www.facebook.com/pages/Knights-of-Columbus-8284-Canton-MI/235628156455332 

mailto:edward.harkins@gmail.com
http://www.kofc8284.org
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Knights-of-Columbus-8284-Canton-MI/235628156455332







