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Happy Easter! - My the good Lord bless you and your family this Easter season. We 
rejoice in knowing that our savior has indeed risen! 

As Spring has now sprung and we face the end of the month and Palm Sunday 
weekend, we Knights are a very busy group of men! This week alone we will have 
completed a Corporate Communion & membership drive, supported the upcoming 
Good Friday blood drive with phone bank work, run another charity poker fundraiser, 
closed out our baby bottle program and completed our Spring Tootsie Roll Drive. Whew! 
As you can see in the calendar listing below, April will be busy too, but we will be able to 
catch our breath a bit also. Thanks to all of you and your families that participate and 
make all our activities a success! 

Pancake Breakfast update - Our last breakfast on March 1st was a huge success. 
Financially, we may have set a record for money earned. And our customers were very 
happy with our delicious food as well. Our next pancake breakfast will be April 12th. 
Please consider volunteering to help out that day if you can. Thanks! 

Charity Poker update - On the heels of our successful Feb 19-22 charity poker 
fundraising event where we made $1700 net profit, we will do it all again this week on 
March 26-29th. All of our time slots have been filled by Knights very generous with their 
time. Thank you all! If you have any questions about duties or timing, feel free to contact 
Charity Poker Chairman Ed Harkins. 

Baby Bottle program update - We have distributed approximately 925 baby bottles 
since we commenced our program on Feb 14/15. At this time, about 60 have been 
returned to our collection bin in the Gathering Area. The vast majority will come back 
this coming Palm Sunday weekend. We have a great crew of volunteers to assist with 
the collection effort this weekend and will be getting the returned bottles to AAA 
Pregnancy & Resource Center on Monday. They kindly will do the counting for us and 
give us a report back on our results. This is our initial effort at doing a baby bottle 
program in support of the Culture of Life and we are very optimistic about the success 
we will have raising funds for Life! By the time next month’s general meeting rolls 
around and certainly by our next newsletter edition, we should have a good report for all 
of you on how we did. 

Day of the Unborn Child - Our council celebrated the Day of the Unborn Child with a 
special rosary service on March 18th. 35-40 attended our prayer service. Thanks to GK 
Hans Hansen and Pro Life Chairman George Peters for arranging our celebration and 
to Chancellor Ed Harkins for conducting the service. Following is a special Prayer for 
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Life that was taken from Pope John Paul II’s 1995 encyclical titled “The Gospel of Life”. 
Please consider praying this prayer regularly in support of Life. 

O Mary, bright dawn of the new world, 

Mother of the living, to you do we entrust the cause of 
life: 

Look down, O Mother, upon the vast numbers of babies 
not allowed to be born, of the poor whose lives are made 
difficult, of men and women who are victims of brutal 
violence, of the elderly and the sick killed by indifference 
or out of misguided mercy. 

Grant that all who believe in your Son may proclaim the Gospel of life with 
honesty and love to the people of our time. 

Obtain for them the grace to accept that Gospel as a gift ever new, the joy of 
celebrating it with gratitude throughout their lives and the courage to bear 
witness to it resolutely, in order to build, together with all people of good 
will, the civilization of truth and love, to the praise and glory of God, the 
Creator and lover of life. 

Nominations of Officers for Fraternal Year 2015/2016 - At our April 15th general 
meeting we will take nominations for officer positions for our next fraternal year 
beginning July 1, 2015. If you are a 3rd degree member in good standing, you are 
eligible to hold an officer level position. Please consider becoming an officer and help to 
continue the good work of our council going forward. You can nominate yourself or ask 
another brother to nominate you. Nominations will again be heard in May and elections 
conducted then too, at our May 20th general meeting. 

2015 Golf League & 2015 Golf Outing - For the 12th year in a row, Msgr. Kern Council 
will sponsor a Summer golf league for members and friends. We will have 32 golfers 
teeing off every Monday evening at Hickory Creek Golf Club starting on May 4th and 
running for 15 weeks. There are still a couple of openings available, so if you are 
interested in joining us, contact Co-Chairman George Peters at gkp350tpi@outlook.com  
as soon as possible. Cost is $270 for the season. Carts are available each week for an 
additional $7. It will be a fun year for golf! Consider joining us. 

It’s also not too early to set a date for our annual late summer golf outing that supports 
St. Vincent DePaul Society. We have set a date for this years outing of Saturday, 
August 22nd. Mark your calendars now and stay tuned for more information as we get 
closer to the date!  
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Spring Tootsie Roll Drive - It’s happening this coming weekend! By now you should 
have heard from Co-Chairmen Dan Vaseau and Gene Borieo, but it’s not too late to fill 
some time slots at Holiday Market, Richardson’s Pharmacy or after all weekend masses 
at St. Thomas a’Becket. Contact Dan at djvaseau@comcast.net if you can assist! 

Vocations Support - At our March 18th meeting, we agreed to financially support 
Sacred Heart Seminary seminarian Craig Marion. Craig is a 5th year seminarian from 
St. Vincent Ferrer parish in Madison Heights. Our RSVP (Refund Support Vocations 
Program) support will be $500. We also entertained a motion to support a St. Thomas 
a’Becket parishioner in his continuing priestly discernment. Matthew Kurt is currently 
attending Michigan State, but is working his discernment through Sacred Heart 
Seminary. Our support for Matthew is $500 to assist with his attendance on an 
upcoming discernment mission.  

Some pictures from our Membership Drive and “Donut” support on March 22nd: 
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Council clothing - Need some new council “threads”? Check out the order form at the 
end of this newsletter for selections and pricing. You can also find our clothing 
selections and prices on our council webpage. Contact Duke Hynek or Ed Harkins to 
place your orders or for any questions. 

Council website update - Are you checking our council website regularly? If not, you 
are missing out on the latest news and information from the Knights of Columbus and 
your council. Find us at www.kofc8284.org .  

Also check out our Facebook page from time to time for updates. And be sure to “Like” 
our Facebook page and get the updates automatically on your timeline!  

Upcoming calendar dates: 
3/26-29 - Charity Poker event, 11:00 am to 6:00 pm, Vision Lanes in Westland 
3/28-29 - Wrap-up of Lenten Almsgiving “Baby Bottle” project 
3/27-29 - Spring Tootsie Roll Drive 
4/5 - Easter Sunday! 
4/9 - Kern Officers Meeting, 7:00 pm, Adult Ed Room 
4/12 - Pancake Breakfast, after 8:00 and 10:00 masses at STAB 
4/15 - Council general meeting, 7:30 pm, Adult Ed Room 

Let us pray - Please remember the following in your prayers. 

• Prayers for the deceased and their families: Rita Joseph (Mother of Rob Joseph), 
Karen Guth (Wife of PGK Jim Guth), and all deceased brothers of our council 
and the Order.

• Prayers requested on behalf of Fr. Pat Casey, personal intentions.    
• Sharon Doyle (Wife of Harry Doyle, illness), Sue Selewski (Daughter of     

Ray Selewski, illness), Gene Borieo (medical issues), Bernedette Kerpet 
(Wife of Jerry Kerpet, medical issues), Denny McCann (medical issues), 
Denny McCann (medical issues), Ron Fournier (recovery from surgery), 
Jim Guth (injury from fall), John Spencer (recovery from surgery), George 
Bradley (medical issues), Tim Higgins (injuries from fall), newborn William 
Anthony Titus (Son of Brian Titus, Grandson of Larry  Guastella, Great-
grandson of Ralph Guastella), Jan Peters (Wife of George Peters, medical 
issues), David Rhein (Son of Tom Rhein, medical issues).

Note: If you have information, articles or pictures to contribute to this newsletter, please 
contact PGK Ed Harkins, our Newsletter Editor, at edward.harkins@gmail.com or 
734-634-0929. 

Visit our website and Facebook page to stay current with your council! “Like” us 
on Facebook to receive notices in your Timeline! 

www.kofc8284.org/   All new format and content!  Come check us out! 

www.facebook.com/pages/Knights-of-Columbus-8284-Canton-MI/235628156455332 
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