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November Awards updates - Awards presented at our November 16th general 
meeting included Knight of Month and Honorary & Honorary Life membership 
designations. Obiama Opara was awarded Knight of the Month for November. 
Charley Craven was recognized for attaining “Honorary Life” membership status and 
Paul Slavin for “Honorary” membership status. Pictured below are WGK David Lengel 
presenting the membership awards to Charley Craven (top) and Paul Slavin (bottom). 
Obiama will receive his KOM award more formally in an upcoming meeting. 
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Pancake Breakfast committee - Breakfast chairmen Joe Nader and Ron Fournier 
report that our November 6th breakfast was a HUGE success! We served 311 people 
and our gross receipts were at near record levels. Thanks to all brothers who worked 
the breakfast and helped to make so many customers happy that morning! Help will be 
needed for our December 10th Breakfast with Santa event. Sign up if you can!  
Pictured below is brother Lucas Phan, working the pancake grill this month.   

Culture of Life - Chairman George Peters is interested in forming a Culture of Life 
committee to consider activities that our council can participate in going forward. He is 
looking for 3 or 4 brothers to volunteer. If you are interested in participating, let George 
or GK David Lengel know. 

Keep Christ in Christmas poster contest - News from 
Program Director Mike Goodhart…”The Knights of 
Columbus Kern Council #8284 is inviting St. Thomas 
a’Becket parish boys and girls from ages 5 through 14 to 
participate in our international "Keep Christ in Christmas" 
poster contest. By engaging the creativity and 
imaginations of our young people, we hope that they will 
come to a deeper understanding of the true, spiritual 
meaning of Christmas. Winning entries will advance to the 
district/region and then to state, national, and international 
levels. The winning entries will serve as the basis for a 

series of new Christmas posters that encourage a deeper understanding of the holiday. 



Entry forms can be obtained from Ms Betsy Crapps in the Faith Formation Office and 
completed posters must be submitted to her by December 14th.” 

Charity Poker update - Charity Poker chairman Ed Harkins reports that our state 
license request is in the mail for our next fundraiser February 16-19 at Vision Lanes in 
Westland. We will start asking for volunteers to staff this event soon. Please consider 
assisting if you are able to do so. Thanks. 

Other November Council meeting news - Present membership is 170; we have 4 new 
members towards our goal of 11 this year. Support for the parish WIND conference was 
good. We will be looking to support the Jan 8th blood drive again by making phone 
calls. Our 2017 Free Throw contest will be held on Jan 22 and we will be teaming up 
this year with Renaud council; volunteers are needed. Council approved the purchase 6 
boxes of coats for the Coats for Kids program. Council also agreed to financially support 
the Students for Life in Michigan group who will be attending the March for Life in 
Washington DC on January 27th. All brothers were encouraged to support the 
fundraising breakfast for Westland Council (former St. Damian Council) at Applebees in 
Westland on Saturday Nov 19th. Kern council will host a major degree ceremony on 
Feb 11th. 

Upcoming Council Birthdays - As a regular feature in our newsletter, we are listing  
council member birthdays for the next month so you can wish your brothers a special 
“Happy Birthday” if you like! Following are our December council birthdays: 

Happy Birthday: Floyd Ertman (12/8), David Trost (12/10), Bill Simmerer (12/12),  
Dave Nowicki (12/15), Greg Day (12/15), Thaddeus Bonkowski (12/24),  
Larry Guastella (12/26), David Costyk (12/27), GK David Lengel (12/27). 

In Memoriam - We also wish to honor our council brothers who have preceded us in 
death by remembering the date that they went back home to the Lord. These are the 
brothers we have recognized on our council memorial plaque as well. We have no 
anniversaries for the month of December, but want to recognize the passing this month 
of brother Eugene Rakoczy, who passed away on November 12th. 

Eternal rest grant unto him O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon him.  
May he rest in peace. Amen. 

Let us pray - Please remember the following in your prayers. 🙏  

Brothers and Families Sick or In Distress:  



Prayers for the deceased and their families: All deceased brothers of our council. 
Prayers requested on behalf of Fr. Pat Casey, personal intentions. Prayers for those 
sick or in distress: Sue Selewski (daughter of Ray Selewski, illness), Gene Borieo 
(medical issues), Chris Kerpet (brother of Jerry Kerpet, medical issues), Shawn Kuhn 
(daughter of Denny McCann, medical issues), Kathy McCann (medical issues), Jan 
Peters (wife of George Peters, medical issues), Miranda Queen (daughter of Ed Queen, 
medical issue),  Juan Carlos Villanueva (brother of Jorge Villanueva), Len Rosiewicz 
(medical issues), Brian Titus (surgery recovery), Tom Harkins (brother of Ed Harkins, 
medical issues) and Marjorie Harkins (mother of Ed Harkins, medical issues), Kittie 
Higgins (wife of Tim Higgins, medical issues), Margie Carmine (sister of Frank Dziuban, 
medical issues), Shannon Featherstone (daughter of Denny McCann, medical issues), 
Irena Dzikowski (mother of Darius, medical issues), Stan Dzikowski (father of Darius, 
medical issues), Dennis Thinel’s sister Charlene (medical issues), Pat McVey and family 
(cousin of Colleen St. Peter, passed away suddenly), and Ray Cieslak and family (uncle 
of Angie Yancey, also passed away suddenly). 

Upcoming calendar dates: 
12/7 - Officers Meeting, 7:00 pm, STAB (STAB conference room) 
12/10 - “Breakfast with Santa”, 8:00 am-11 am, STAB Family Life Center 
12/11 - Kern Council Family Christmas Party, 5:00 pm, STAB Family Life Center 
12/14 - Council general meeting, 7:30 pm, STAB, Family Life Center 
12/25 - Merry Christmas! 
1/1 - Happy New Year! 

Council clothing - Need some new council “threads”? Check out the order form at the 
end of this newsletter for selections and pricing. You can also find our clothing 
selections and prices on our council webpage. Contact Duke Hynek or Ed Harkins to 
place your orders or for any questions. 

Council website update - Are you checking our council website regularly? If not, you 
are missing out on the latest news and information from the Knights of Columbus and 
your council. Find us at www.kofc8284.org .  

Also check out our Facebook page from time to time for updates. And be sure to “Like” 
our Facebook page and get the updates automatically on your timeline! We are up to  
200 “Likes” now and our various posts regularly reach well over 200 people! 

www.facebook.com/pages/Knights-of-Columbus-8284-Canton-MI/235628156455332 
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Note: If you have information, articles or pictures to contribute to this newsletter, please 
contact PGK Ed Harkins, our Newsletter Editor, at edward.harkins@gmail.com or 
734-634-0929. 
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