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Awards at our August meeting - Congratulations to the following award winners 
recognized at Kern Council’s August 16th general meeting. GK Mike Goodhart made all 
the award presentations. The St. Thomas a'Becket Ushers Club was recognized as our 
Family of the Month. Representing the family of ushers who serve the parish so well 
were Mike & Nancy Morency. Also, PGK Rick St. Peter was recognized as the August 
Knight of the Month. Finally, PGK Ed Harkins was recognized as the 2016/2017 Knight 
of the Year. Thanks to all of these individuals for all you do for our council, your parish 
and your community! 
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2017 Council Golf Outing - Our 2017 golf outing on August 19th at Fellows Creek Golf 
Club in Canton was a roaring success! We had a record 92 golfers, great weather, 
wonderful prizes and raised over $4,000 for charity. Congratulations to the winning 
team, Team Bernacik. They shot an amazing score of 53 which is 19 under par! Way to 
go, men! Pictured here, left to right, are Jamie Bernacik, Craig Siemieniak, Stan 
Polkowski and Sean Gunn. Winning our Straightest Drive competition was Ted Campau. 
Ted also won one of our Closet to the Pin competitions. Stan Polkowski won the other. 
Jeff McHale was the big money winner in our 50/50 drawing. Congratulations all!  
Mark this date, August 18, 2018, on your calendar…that’s our date for next year’s event. 

Kern Council Summer Golf league - Our annual council summer golf league came to 
an end last Monday, August 21st. It was a great year for us…a new golf course (and a 
few glitches to deal with), a full complement of 32 golfers participating and no rain outs 
all year! At our post golf awards dinner we recognized our top three golfers for the year 
by scoring average - Ron Gering, Rick Stepian and Bob Yancey. Our league golfers 
also contributed to raising over $1,100 for St. Vincent DePaul Society this year too…a 
new record! Pretty amazing work, men! You can see pictures from our post golf dinner 
on our website by clicking on the link below: 

http://www.kofc8284.org/summer-golf-league.html 



Membership - We are pleased to welcome another new brother to our order and to 
Msgr Kern Council, David Denhard! David was initiated in degree ceremonies this past 
week. Last Thursday, Msgr Kern Council hosted a major degree ceremony and 18 other 
brothers from nearby councils were also initiated into the order along with David. Our 
council was lauded for doing a great job in putting the degree ceremony on. Well done, 
brothers! Pictured below, left to right, are Grand Knight Mike Goodhart, David Denhard, 
and PGK Ed Harkins who is David's sponsor. Please be sure to welcome David warmly 
when you have a chance to meet him. 

Charity Poker update - Our next council poker fundraiser is Sep 28 - Oct 1 at Vision 
Lanes in Westland. We have only two worker openings remaining to fill (see below). If 
you can help us out and take a time slot, let Chairman Ed Harkins know at 
edward.harkins@gmail.com. Thanks! 

Thursday 9/28 - 6:30pm to 10:30pm: Bob Yancey, John Spencer, Larry Guastella 
Thursday 9/28 - 10:30pm to 2:00am: Mike Pisano, Mike Goodhart, Tony Vella  
Friday 9/29 - 6:30pm to 10:30pm: Jim Allen, John Spencer, Ed Queen 
Friday 9/29 - 10:30pm to 2:00am: Mike Pisano, Mike Goodhart, Steve Vargo  
Saturday 9/30 - 6:30pm to 10:30pm: Jim Allen, Jorge Villanueva, OPEN 
Saturday 9/30 - 10:30pm to 2:00am: Steve Vargo, Mike Goodhart, Ed Harkins 
Sunday 10/1 - 6:30pm to 10:30pm: Steve Vargo, Mike Riley, OPEN 
Sunday 10/1 - 10:30pm to 2:00am: Tony Vella, Mike Goodhart, Ed Harkins 
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New 4th Degree uniform/regalia - The annual Supreme Convention was held earlier 
this month in St. Louis and a major thing coming out of the convention was the 
introduction of new “dress” for members of the 4th Degree. The traditional regalia of the 
4th Degree Color Corps will be “retired” for good at the end of this fraternal year, June 
30, 2018. The replacing “uniform” consists of a blue blazer, an official Knights of 
Columbus tie and a beret, all with the Fourth Degree emblem on them, along with a 
white shirt and dark gray slacks. The traditional tuxedo will no longer be required of 4th 
degree members whether you are in the color corps or not. Going forward 4th degree 
initiations will see candidates wearing black or dark blue suits and ties (no tuxes). 
Casual wear of polo shirts or other appropriate apparel will be all that’s required at 4th 
degree meetings as well. Below are pictures comparing the old Color Corps dress with 
the new. This change has been met with a fair amount of resistance from existing Color 
Corps members and has created a significant amount of controversy. What do you 
think? You can read more about this and see FAQ’s on the Supreme website here:  
http://www.kofc.org/en/news/releases/new-fourth-degree-uniform-faq.html 

This is the current Color Corps “uniform”, to be “retired” by June 30, 2018… 



This is the new look of the 4th Degree Color Corps going forward… 

  

Fall Tootsie Roll Drive - Columbus Day in October signals the time for our semi-annual 
Tootsie Roll Drive in support of the developmentally disabled community. This year we 
will be scheduling our drive on back-to-back weekends. October 7th & 8th will be the 
church only drive. The October 13, 14, 15 weekend will be the commercial drive at 
Holiday Market, Busch’s, L. George’s and Scrambler Marie’s. Watch for sign-up sheets 
being circulated soon and please donate some time to this very worthwhile activity.    

Other August General Meeting business - Plans for us working the 9/10 parish picnic 
were extensively discussed; a Corporate Communion was announced for Noon Mass 
on 9/10 as well; Mercy in Action day is 10/14 and Knights assistance has been 
requested; a $5000 Capuchin Kitchen sponsorship proposed and tabled last month was 
brought back to the floor and withdrawn, but a new proposal to support the Capuchin 
Soup Kitchen with a $1000 donation was approved; a $300 donation for AAA Pregnancy 
Resource Center was approved; 10/8 will be our first pancake breakfast of the fraternal 
year; the “Food For Families” annual drive will begin starting next month, bring can 
goods and dry food stuffs to the general meeting on 9/20; Family Fun Day is scheduled 
for 10/29 and we will be doing our traditional pumpkin painting contest for kids that day.  



Upcoming Council Birthdays - As a regular feature in our newsletter, we are listing  
council member birthdays for the next month so you can wish your brothers a special 
“Happy Birthday” if you like! Following are our September council birthdays: 

Happy Birthday: GK Mike Goodhart (9/2), Robert Platter Jr. (9/4), Aaron Poyer (9/4), 
Rich Lister (9/10), Tony Sanchez (9/12), John Spencer (9/13), Steve Moore (9/13), Sean 
St. Peter (9/16), Peter Frola (9/17), Steve Morello (9/17), Jim Malinowski (9/19), Charles 
Gury (9/24), Paul Slavin (9/25), Mike Mackley (9/26), Charlie Craven (9/28), Ed Patrick 
(9/28), Wes Anderson (9/28), Kevin Burke (9/29), Matt Walker (9/30). 

In Memoriam - We also wish to honor our council brothers who have preceded us in 
death by remembering the date that they went back home to the Lord. These are the 
bothers we have recognized on our council memorial plaque as well. For the month of 
September, please remember these brothers: 

Stanley F. Dziuba (9/8/2007)  
Thaddeus M. Plaza (9/30/2008) 
Gerald Ross (9/19/2016) 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. May they 
rest in peace. Amen. 

Let us pray  🙏   

Please remember all council brothers and family members sick or in distress in your 
prayers. Thank you. 

Upcoming calendar dates: 
9/10 - Corporate Communion, Noon Mass, STAB 
9/10 - STAB parish picnic 
9/13 - Officers Meeting, 7:00 pm, STAB 
9/20 - Council general meeting, 7:30 pm, STAB, Family Life Center 
9/22-24 - St. Paul of the Cross Retreat weekend 
9/28-10/1 - Charity Poker fundraiser, Vision Lanes in Westland 
10/1 - Special Olympics Soccer Challenge event, Canton Soccer parks 
10/7 & 8 - Fall Tootsie Roll Drive, STAB, after all Masses 
10/8 - Pancake Breakfast, STAB, after 8:00 & 10:00 Masses 
10/13-15 - Fall Tootsie Roll Drive, all comm’l locations 
10/14 - Mercy in Action Day at STAB 
10/29 - Family Fun Day (Pumpkin Painting Contest), STAB  



Council clothing - Need some new council “threads”? Check out the order form at the 
end of this newsletter for selections and pricing. You can also find our clothing 
selections and prices on our council webpage. Contact Duke Hynek or Ed Harkins to 
place your orders or for any questions. 

Council website update - Are you checking our council website regularly? If not, you 
are missing out on the latest news and information from the Knights of Columbus and 
your council. Find us at www.kofc8284.org . Also check out our Facebook page from 
time to time for updates. And be sure to “Like” our Facebook page and get the updates 
automatically on your timeline! We are up to  200 “Likes” now and our various posts 
regularly reach well over 200 people! 

www.facebook.com/pages/Knights-of-Columbus-8284-Canton-MI/235628156455332 

Note: If you have information, articles or pictures to contribute to this newsletter, please 
contact PGK Ed Harkins, our Newsletter Editor, at edward.harkins@gmail.com or 
734-634-0929. 
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