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Scenes from our October 18th general meeting… 

PGK David Lengel received the Founders Award on behalf of our council for attaining 
our council’s insurance membership quota in the last fraternal year. Congratulations, 
David, for your leadership and guidance at that time. Presenting the award here to 
David is our Worthy Insurance Agent, Greg Rapelje. Congrats, David!  Also, we 
continued our three month long council food drive this month - again our Knights came 
through with a nice batch of donations which will find their way to local families in need 
of food assistance. 

Card Night - Our monthly Council Card Night is this Friday, October 27th, at 7 p.m. in 
the AFF room at St. Thomas a'Becket. Fun night of cards with snacks and drink. Just let 
GK Mike Goodhart know you're coming, or just show up! Guaranteed that you will have 
a good time! 
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Charity Poker update - From Charity Poker Chairman, Ed Harkins: Our September 
poker fundraiser at Vision Lanes was our most successful ever! We netted more than 
$5,600 for the council. Thanks to all brothers who worked those four days...Bob Yancey, 
John Spencer, Larry Guastella, Mike Pisano, Mike Goodhart, Tony Vella, Jim Allen, Ed 
Queen, Steve Vargo, Jorge Villanueva, Dave Denhard and Mike Riley. A special thanks 
to those who worked multiple shifts...Mike Goodhart (4 shifts), Steve Vargo (3 shifts), 
John Spencer (3 shifts), Mike Pisano (2 shifts), Jim Allen (2 shifts) and Tony Vella (2 
shifts). Your assistance is VERY MUCH appreciated! Our next scheduled poker event is 
April 12-15, 2018 at Vision Lanes. 

Vocations - National Vocation Awareness Week is November 5-11, 2017. It is an 
annual week long celebration of the Catholic Church in the United States, dedicated to 
promoting vocations to the priesthood and consecrated life.  

This is a quote from Pope Francis: “Behind and before every vocation to the priesthood 
or to the consecrated life there is always the strong and intense prayer of someone: a 
grandmother, a grandfather, a mother, a father, a community…. Vocations are born in 
prayer and from prayer; and only through prayer can they persevere and bear fruit.”  

So, let us as a council and individually continue to pray for vocations, but especially 
during vocations week next month, November 5th thru the 11th. 

Fall Tootsie Roll Drive - A message from GK Mike Goodhart: I am sure that each of 
you heard many "thank you's" from the people of Canton who donated to our MI Drive.  
Do not have the numbers, yet, but wanted to thank everyone for their participation.  
Especially, the MI Drive Chairmen: Dan Vasseau, Gene Borieo, Ed Queen, and David  
Trost.  Also, cheers to the men, women and children who helped make this major event 
a success:  Mike Pisano, David Voglewede, Jorge Villenueva, Andy Emmert,Paul Pucci, 
Greg Rapelje, Duke Hynek, Mike Riley, Darius Dzikowski, Larry Guastella, Ed Patrick, 
Paul Kopper, Robert Simmerer, Frank Dziuban, Marc Goodhart, David Lengel, Jo Ann 
Vasseau, Tina Vasseau, Tony Vella, Kodzo Deku, Bill Simmerer, Chico, Hector Robledo, 
Ron Gering, Harry Doyle, Hans Hansen, Lucas Phan, Longinus Iwuoha, Mike 
Fitzgerald, Gerald Myles, Steven Snider, and Joe Nader. 

Altogether, we donated more than 140 hours to the very worthy organizations who work 
with the mentally and physically impaired. The hundreds of voices you did not hear are 
from them and their families.   

Thanks for being a Knight! 
Thanks for caring! 
Thanks for continuing the message of Fr. Michael J. McGivney. 



Pancake Breakfasts - We had a very successful first pancake breakfast of this fraternal 
year on Sunday October 8th. Check out this enthusiastic work crew, getting ready for 
the big turnout at our breakfast that day! As always, good work, men! 

Upcoming Council Birthdays - As a regular feature in our newsletter, we are listing  
council member birthdays for the next month so you can wish your brothers a special 
“Happy Birthday” if you like! Following are our November council birthdays: 

Happy Birthday: Ralph Ascencio (11/1), Gary Martin (11/2), Robert Simmerer (11/4), 
Michael Veneziano (11/6), Roger Kreager (11/7), Dennis Keller (11/11),  
Michael Burke (11/14), Michael Curran (11/14), Ben Keyserling (11/17),  
Dennis O’Beirne (11/19), Peter Creal (11/19), Kodzo Deku (11/20),  
PGK Robert Scherle (11/21), Longinus Iwuoha (11/21), Deacon Jim Ward (11/23), 
Eugene Borieo (11/27) and Eric Hunsanger (11/30). 

In Memoriam - We also wish to honor our council brothers who have preceded us in 
death by remembering the date that they went back home to the Lord. These are the 
bothers we have recognized on our council memorial plaque as well. For the month of 
November, please remember these brothers: 

Donald S. Bledowski (11/29/2012) 
Henry J. Sacha (11/10/2014) 
Robert G. Flynn (11/24/2014) 
Eugene Rakoczy (11/12/2016) 



Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. May they 
rest in peace. Amen. 

Let us pray  🙏   

Please remember all council brothers and family members sick or in distress in your 
prayers. Thank you. 

Upcoming calendar dates: 
10/27 - Council Card Night, 7:00 pm, STAB AFF room 
10/29 - Family Fun Day (Pumpkin Painting Contest), STAB 
11/4 - Council Dinner Out! The Courthouse Grill in Plymouth, 6:30 pm 
11/8 - Officers Meeting, 7:00 pm, STAB 
11/12 - Pancake Breakfast, STAB, after 8:00 & 10:00 Masses 
11/15 - Council general meeting, 7:30 pm, STAB, Family Life Center (Food Drive) 
11/16 - Start “Keep Christ in Christmas” poster contest 
11/23 - THANKSGIVING DAY! Thank you, Lord, for all Your blessings! 
11/26 - Corporate Communion and Mass for Deceased Council Members, time TBA 

Council clothing - Need some new council “threads”? Check out the order form at the 
end of this newsletter for selections and pricing. You can also find our clothing 
selections and prices on our council webpage. Contact Duke Hynek or Ed Harkins to 
place your orders or for any questions. 

Council website update - Are you checking our council website regularly? If not, you 
are missing out on the latest news and information from the Knights of Columbus and 
your council. Find us at www.kofc8284.org . Also check out our Facebook page from 
time to time for updates. And be sure to “Like” our Facebook page and get the updates 
automatically on your timeline! We are up to  200 “Likes” now and our various posts 
regularly reach well over 200 people! 

www.facebook.com/pages/Knights-of-Columbus-8284-Canton-MI/235628156455332 

Note: If you have information, articles or pictures to contribute to this newsletter, please 
contact PGK Ed Harkins, our Newsletter Editor, at edward.harkins@gmail.com or 
734-634-0929. 
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