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Merry Christmas 2017 and Happy New Year 2018! 

As we wrap up calendar year 2017 this month, we are find ourselves half way through 
our 2017/2018 fraternal year. Remember “the reason for the season” this Christmas and 
enjoy the time with family and friends! 2018 will mark the 35th anniversary of the 
founding of Msgr. Clement H. Kern Council and it should be a another year of fraternal 
activities for us. Vivat Jesus! 

December general meeting cancelled - Thanks to our first heavy snow of the winter 
season, the December 13th general meeting needed to be cancelled. Our next general 
meeting will be on Wednesday January 17th. 

Council Christmas party 2017 - We had a wonderful council Christmas party on 
Sunday, December 17th. The turnout was great. The decorations were great. The food 
was great. And the children’s choir singing was great! Thanks to all who made this 
special evening a success, especially our Grand Knight Mike Goodhart and his wife 
Theresa, and our Deputy Grand Knight Larry Guastella and his wife Cali. Here are just a 
couple of party pictures. Go to our website to see a full gallery of pictures! 
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First Breakfast w/Santa 2017 - Good times at Breakfast with Santa, Version 2017! 
Msgr Kern Council partnered with the St. Thomas a'Becket Youth Group again today to 
bring joy to the hearts of many parish and local area children looking to see Santa and 
then enjoy a nice breakfast afterward with their parents. The Youth Group did all the 
cooking and serving and clean up while accepting the supervision of the Knights. And 
the kids did a great job too! By the way, did you know that Santa Claus is a member of 
the Knights of Columbus? It's true! 



Charity Poker update - We have some time off now from charity poker fundraising for a 
few months. Our next scheduled poker event is April 12-15, 2018 at Vision Lanes in 
Westland. If you would like to learn more about our charity poker fundraising efforts and 
consider possibly becoming a co-chairman with PGK Ed Harkins on these events, 
please contact Ed or GK Mike Goodhart. We are open to adding more than one co-
chairman as well (the more the merrier) so that we make sure our council continues to 
enjoy the significant financial benefits of this fundraising opportunity. 

Keeping Christ in Christmas poster contest - Once again this year our council is 
sponsoring a Keep Christ in Christmas poster contest. Participants are for the most part 
are Faith Formation students from St. Thomas a' Becket. Our judges (brother Knights) 
will make their decisions shortly, however it will be difficult because of the quality of the 
kids great work. Winners will be announced when Faith Formation re-starts after the first 
of the year. Thanks to our Grand Knight Mike Goodhart for leading this Youth Activity! 



Knights of Columbus Free Throw Championship - This year’s contest sponsored by  
Msgr. Clement H. Kern Council #8284 will be held on Sunday, January 21, 2018 in the 
Family Life Center at St. Thomas a’Becket church. 

The contest is free and open to all boys and girls between the ages of 9-14. 
Proof of age needed, and a parent must sign the consent form at registration. 
Registration 1:30 PM Contest begins at 2:00 PM Winners in each age group advance to 
the District competition. 

Contact PGK David Lengel, (734) 516-4930, for more information or to volunteer your 
assistance for this fun Youth Activity. 

Upcoming Council Birthdays - As a regular feature in our newsletter, we are listing  
council member birthdays for the next month so you can wish your brothers a special 
“Happy Birthday” if you like! Following are our January council birthdays: 

Happy Birthday: Dennis Thinel (1/3), Jack Bocik (1/4), Bernard Schwartz (1/10), 
Antonio Calderoni (1/13), Andrew St. Peter (1/15), Tim Magers (1/16),  
Alex Brown (1/16), David Darkowski (1/17), Eric Pawlus (1/18),  
Robert Craighead (1/24), Tom Rhein (1/26).  



In Memoriam - We also wish to honor our council brothers who have preceded us in 
death by remembering the date that they went back home to the Lord. These are the 
bothers we have recognized on our council memorial plaque as well.  

For the month of January, please remember these brothers: 
Robert Sultana (1/18/2006) 
Wayne A. Buchanec (1/12/2010) 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. May they 
rest in peace. Amen. 

Let us pray  🙏   

Please remember all council brothers and family members sick or in distress in your 
prayers. Thank you. 

Upcoming calendar dates: 
12/25 - MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
12/31 - Poster Contest judging complete 
1/1 - HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
1/6 - Tour of AAA Pregnancy Resource Center, 10:00 am 
1/10 - Officers Meeting, 7:00 pm, STAB 
1/15 - District Deputy meeting, location TBA, 6:00 pm 
1/17 - Council general meeting, 7:30 pm, STAB, Family Life Center 
1/19 - March for Life in Washington D.C. 
1/21 - Kern Council Free Throw Contest, Family Life Center, 1:30 pm 
1/24 - Knights Dinner Out, Palermo’s, 6:00 pm 

Council clothing - Need some new council “threads”? Check out the order form at the 
end of this newsletter for selections and pricing. You can also find our clothing 
selections and prices on our council webpage. Contact Duke Hynek or Ed Harkins to 
place your orders or for any questions. 

Council website update - Are you checking our council website regularly? If not, you 
are missing out on the latest news and information from the Knights of Columbus and 
your council. Find us at www.kofc8284.org . Also check out our Facebook page from 
time to time for updates. And be sure to “Like” our Facebook page and get the updates 
automatically on your timeline! We are up to  200 “Likes” now and our various posts 
regularly reach well over 200 people! 

www.facebook.com/pages/Knights-of-Columbus-8284-Canton-MI/235628156455332 
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Note: If you have information, articles or pictures to contribute to this newsletter, please 
contact PGK Ed Harkins, our Newsletter Editor, at edward.harkins@gmail.com or 
734-634-0929. 
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